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YOUR SPECIALIST /GUIDE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA :  N IC PROUST  
 

Nic is native to Cape Town and grew up on the slopes of Table 
Mountain, learning to love the wild beauty of the Cape and all of 
the life within it. He earned a degree in Ecology and Earth and 
Geographic Sciences at the University of Cape Town and a post -
graduate degree with honors in Zoology from Stellenbosch 
University.  His academic expertise has given him the opportunity 
to have a hands-on role in conservation work, most notably with 
the reintroduction of over 50 black and white rhinos in Botswana. 
His studies are also an invaluable feature of his tours, where he 
has the unique ability to provide a range of insight into  what 
travelers in his care encounter on the road.  After a 5-year tenure 
in the Okavango as a conservation ecologist, Nic spent 12 years 
guiding wildlife safaris throughout Southern Africa.  He has a 
passion for wildlife and shar es his experiences and the wonders of the bush through his guiding, photography, and 
conservation blog. 
. 



  

 
   
 

 

A  M AP OF YOUR JOURNEY TO SOUTH AFRICA   



  

 
   
 

 

YOUR ITINERARY  

 
DAY 1~SATURDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 25 
USA/  EN ROUTE 
Your adventure begins as you board your 
overnight flight to Cape Town . (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~SUNDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 26 
CAPE TOWN  
Arrive in Cape Town, South Africaõs òMother 
Cityó. Upon arrival, you will be met by your 
Classic Escapes representative and escorted to 
your hotel. The provincial capital, Cape Town, 
is a sophisticated city with plenty to see and 
do, particularly around the Victoria and 
Alfred Waterfront area, where delightful 
buildings of Cape Dutch and Victorian -era 
architecture have been restored as shops, 
restaurants, museums, and pubs, while the 
busy water traffic of the docks goes on 
unabated.  
 
Nestled within Cape Town's oldest working farm 
estate, this refined hotel blends heritage charm with 
modern luxury. Located just over 8.5 miles from the 
Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden and about 
10.5 miles from the scenic shores of Noordhoek 
Beach, it offers a tranquil escape not far from the 
city.  The rooms are stylishly appointed, offering a 
blend of comfort and sophistication with flat-screen 
TVs, Wi-Fi access, and in-room tea and coffee 
facilities.  
 
Spacious suites provide separate living areas, while 
premium suites include fully equipped kitchens and 
cozy fireplaces, ideal for extended stays or added 
privacy.  Guests can enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast each morning, and dining experiences 
range from a refined restaurant showcasing 
contemporary cuisine to a gourmet bistro featuring 
a raw bar and locally inspired dishes. The hotel also 
boasts a full-service spa for relaxation and 
rejuvenation.  
 
Golf enthusiasts will appreciate the beautifully 
maintained 18-hole championship course, designed 
to challenge players of all skill levels while offering 
panoramic views of the surrounding vineyards and 
mountains. The estate is also home to a prestigious 
winery, where guests can indulge in tastings and cellar tours. Free Wi-Fi. 
Overnight at STEENBERG HOTEL & SPA, in classic rooms.  (No Meals) 
https://www.steenberggolfclub.co.za/steenberg-hotel-spa 

https://www.steenberggolfclub.co.za/steenberg-hotel-spa


  

 
   
 

 

DAY 3~M ONDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 27 
CAPE TOWN : CAPE PENINSULA  
Your luxury motor  coach takes you on a breathtaking 
coastal drive to the Cape of Good Hope, surrounded 
by spectacular mountains, rugged shorelines, and the 
blue sea below.  See Devil's Peak, Lion's Head, Table 
Mountain , and the Twelve Apostles. Pass quaint 
seaside towns as you continue to Cape Point, where 
the stormy waters of the Atlantic meet up with the 
calm waters of the Indian Ocean. At Cape Point, climb 
the steps or ride a funicular to the top where you can 
explore a lighthouse, enjoy the views, or even indulge 
in a bit of shopping. Take a close look at the ocean, 
where you may see southern right whales in the 
spring and early summer as well as dolphins and a 
variety of seabirds.  
 
You will also have the chance to explore the Cape 
Point Nature Reserve, which is host to approximately 
half of the 2,700 species of indigenous plants in the 
Cape Peninsula. Look for the distinctive orange found 
in leucospermums, one of the rarest types of proteas ð 
the mimites, marvel at the helichrysum  and 
pelargonium  calcullums, and enjoy the ericas, 
phenacomas, and fine bush which the Dutch called 
òfynbos.ó  There are 250 species of birds in the reserve, 
ranging from ostriches to minuscule sunbirds. Caracal, 
chacma baboon, a wide variety of buck, and various 
other mammal species may be seen, including Cape 
Mountain zebra and the bontebok which is endemic to 
this part of the world. The baboons feed occasionally 
on marine foods which they garner at low tide. At 
Olifants Bay, look for Oystercatchers, and enjoy some 
superb birding .  
 
Enjoy lunch at Harbour House before heading to 
Simon's Town, a delightful destination that combines 
rich history, scenic coastal charm, and unique wildlife. 
Set along the shores of False Bay, this historic naval 
town is famed for its charming architecture, maritime 
legacy, and breathtaking ocean vistas. 
 
Last stop for the day is at Boulders Beach where the 
African (Jackass) Penguins can be seen ð also known 
as the Black-footed Penguins. These flightless seabirds 
are found only on the coast of Southern Africa and are 
the only penguins found on this continent. Enjoy a 
delightful walk on a specially built platform onto the 
little sheltered beach where they nest among the rocks, and "waddle" up and down into and out of the sea.  Since these 
penguins are accustomed to the presence of humans you can safely get within a few feet of them as you stand on the 
platform, and it is sometimes possible to view them nesting behind rocks and bushes.  
Overnight at STEENBERG HOTEL & SPA. (B,L) 



  

 
   
 

 

DAY 4~TUESDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 28 

WEST COAST NATIONAL PARK  
Drive through West Coast National Park, a 
landscape of extraordinary natural beauty and 
ecological importance. During springtime, 
usually from September to September, the park 
transforms into a breathtaking mosaic of 
wildflowers ñparticularly on the Postberg 
Peninsula, which opens to visitors only during 
this period. The contrast of vivid blooms against 
the turquoise lagoon and rugged coastline is 
simply unforgettable.  
 
The parkõs sheltered Langebaan Lagoon is one of 
the most pristine in the world, supporting a rich 
diversity of marine and bird life. Flocks of 
flamingos, plovers, and sandpipers can often be 
seen wading through the shallows, while eland 
and zebra roam freely across the open plains. 
 

In addition to its natural charm, the park also holds immense archaeological 
significance. Around 120,000 years ago, a young womanñnicknamed Eveñleft 
her footprints in the dunes here, offering a profound link to humanityõs earliest 
history and the òOut of Africaó story of human migration. 
 
Today, West Coast National Park remains a sanctuary where time seems to 
stand stillña place where the rhythms of nature, history, and life itself blend 
seamlessly along South Africaõs spectacular coastline. 
 
Enjoy lunch at the historic Royal Restaurant before discovering the delightful 
town of Riebeek Kasteel. Nestled in the Riebeek Valley and surrounded by 
vineyards and olive groves, this charming village is often called one of the 
Western Capeõs hidden gems. Its laid-back atmosphere, art galleries, and 
boutique shops make it a favorite escape for food and wine lovers. Youõll visit a 
local producer to sample the regionõs celebrated olive oils, plump olives, and 
handcrafted vinegarsñproducts that reflect the valleyõs rich agricultural 
traditions and Mediterranean character.  
 
Return to Cape Town where the rest of the day is at leisure. 
Overnight at STEENBERG HOTEL & SPA. (B,L) 
 



  

 
   
 

 

DAY 5~ WEDNESDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 29 
CAPE TOWN : STEENBERG GOLF COURSE   
Today, refine your game at the Steenberg Golf Course, as you transfer to Steenberg Golf course. Set against a striking 
backdrop of rugged mountains, serene forests, and centuries-old vineyards, this 18-hole championship course offers both 
beauty and challenge in equal measure. Designed by the renowned architect Peter Matkovich, the layout reflects his 
passion for links -style play, where strategy and variety are woven into every hole. Golfers will find themselves rewarded 
for precision and thoughtful shot -making rather than sheer power. The course is known for its pristine conditions, with 
smooth bent-grass greens and well-manicured fairways that make every round a pleasure. Blending natural scenery with 
clever design, Steenberg provides an exclusive golfing experience that appeals to both seasoned players and those simply 
looking to enjoy a memorable day on the course. 

 

Optional Half a Day at Kirstenbosch Gardens with lunch at Moyo : ($400 per person, additional ) 
 
Explore Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, widely 
regarded as one of the worldõs most stunning 
gardens. Established in 1913, it stretches along the 
eastern slopes of Table Mountain, featuring 
meticulously landscaped areas showcasing South 
Africaõs indigenous plants and trees, nourished by 
the Liesbeek River, alongside the natural forest that 
climbs toward the mountainõs lower slopes. 
Kirstenbosch covers an area of 1,383 acres, 148 of 
which are cultivated; the remainder is a natural flora 
reserve. It is a living display featuring 9,000 of the 
estimated 20,000 species of indigenous South 
African flora, and close to 50% of the peninsulaõs 
floral wealth.   
 
In the cultivated area, related plants are grouped 
together and radiate from the central lawns like the 
spokes of a wheel. Among the interesting sections 
here are the Cycad Amphitheatre, which hosts most species of these òliving fossilsó found in southern Africa, the famed Protea Garden 

on the higher slopes, with its profuse growth of silver trees ( Leucadendron argenteum); the JV Mathews Rock Garden (named after 

the first curator) containing succulents of the genera Crassula, Aloe, Lampranthus, and Euphorbia; the Erica Garden and the 
Pelargonium Koppie. Two streams cut through Kirstenbosch, both laced with besembos, red alder, and hard fern. Of historical interest 
is an avenue of camphor trees and fig trees planted by Cecil Rhodes in 1898, and a small section of wild almond (Brabejum 



  

 
   
 

 

stellatifolium) hedge planted by Dutch settler Jan van Riebeeck in 1660. 
Birds of all sorts can be seen here as well ð Dusky and Paradise Flycatchers, 
sunbirds, Klaas's cuckoos, bulbuls, pigeons, brilliant green and red Cape 
Sugarbirds (which pollinate the flowers), guinea fowls, and the Cape Batis. 

 
Tonight, enjoy a special welcome dinner at Gold Restaurant, where 
youõll be immersed in an unforgettable African dining experience 
complete with interactive drumming in the heart of Cape Town.  
Overnight at STEENBERG HOTEL & SPA. (B,D ð L if taking the 
optional Kirstenbosch excursion) 
 

DAY 6~ THURSDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 30 

CAPE TOWN ~ TABLE M OUNTAIN / WINELANDS  

 
Today get a feel of what Cape Town is all about by taking the 
cable car to the top of Table Mountain, the signature of this city, 
easily one of the most recognizable mountains in the world . This 
tour is very dependent on the wind factor, as well as the clouds. 
Often, a cloud covers this flat-topped mountain, which rises to 
3,563 feet above sea level and the locals affectionately say itõs a 
white tablecloth. Legend has it that a retired pirate, on climbing 
the mountain , met up with the devil. In order to preserve his soul, 
the pirate challenged the devil in a smoking contest. So, they 
stoked up their pipes and have been smoking ever since.  
 
Table Mountain has been a guiding beacon to mariners rounding 
the Cape of Southern Africa for centuries. Sir Francis Drake 
described it as "the most-stately thing and the fairest cape we saw 
in the whole circumference of the earth." Despite its formidable 
appearance, it is possible to hike up Table Mountain. The first 
recorded ascent was in 1503 by the Portuguese navigator Antonio 
da Saldanha who, confused by the Cape Peninsula geography, 
climbed to the summit via the frontal cleft, now known as 
Platteklip Gorge. For nature lovers, the birding is awesome, and 
the wildflowers  include agapanthus, watsonias, and red nerines 
which poke out from rock crevices amid a scrub of ericas and 
gnarled proteas. More than 1400 species of flowering plants have 
been recorded on the mountain. Cute guinea pig-like creatures 
known as rock dassies, or hyraxes, (genetically, the closest living 
relatives to elephants) scuttle everywhere. They are not afraid and 
scamper among the tourists seeking to be fed.   



  

 
   
 

 

Leave Cape Town behind and delve into another world, an artistõs pallet. A tapestry of vineyards interwoven with the 
historic towns of Stellenbosch, Paarl, and Franschhoek at the base of the Boland Mountains engulfs you. The cradle of the 
South African fruit and wine industries, every season offers enchanting foliage: spring flowers, summer fruits, autumn 
leaves, and the fresh greenery of the rainy winter.  
 
Discover the internationally acclaimed vineyards of Stellenbosch, Paarl, and Franschhoek on the Western Cape, along a 
most scenic route.  
 
Your accommodation is immersed in the Cape Provençal style. Of course, 
some call it an Auberge, others an exclusive country inn. From any point 
of view, Le Quartier Français is a splash of style in the heart of the historic 
village of Franschhoek, a quaint corner of the Cape Winelands that is 
forever a little French. The origins of Le Quartier Français are steeped in 
the history of the Cape Winelands ð the original buildings were laborersõ 
cottages which were upgraded and used as different forms of 
accommodation until the first restaurant was opened on this site. Le 
Quartier Français welcomes visitors from all over the globe who come here 
to dine in fine style and sleep in rooms with spectacular views. The newly 
refurbished, spacious rooms are stylishly furnished with modern fittings, 
refreshing colors, and brilliant hand-painted fabrics.  Set in tranquil 
surroundings, the reception, lounge, and 11 Auberge rooms plus 
additional suites are set against the mystic backdrop of the Franschhoek 
Mountains and overlook a central landscaped garden with a natural pool. 
The beautiful lodge is known for its quality food and restaurants and 
youõre sure to enjoy the food while here. 

Overnight at LE QUARTIER FRANCAIS in Auberge Rooms. (B,L) 

https://leeucollection.com/SA/le-quartier-francais 

 
DAY 7~FRIDAY  ~ OCTOBER 1 

WINELANDS : DE ZALZE GOLF CLUB 
Spend a full day at De Zalze, a premier golf destination set in 
the heart of the Western Cape Winelands. Designed by 
renowned architect Peter Matkovich, this championship 
course offers an exceptional blend of challenge and charm. As 
you make your way along the fairways, youõll be surrounded 
by panoramic views of lush vineyards and towering 
mountains ñ a stunning backdrop that makes every swing 
and putt a memorable part of the day.  
 

Optional Full Day Curated Wine Tram Experience 
($380 per person, additional ): 
 
The Franschhoek Wine Tram is one of the best ways to 
discover the true essence of the Franschhoek Valleyõs 
picturesque vineyards, breathtaking scenery, warm hospitality, 
world-class cuisine, fine wines, and 300 years of history. 
Experience a unique and leisurely way to see the Franschhoek 
Valley on a Curated tour of vineyards in a double-decker tram 
and open-air tram bus stopping at some of South Africa's 
oldest and most distinguished wine estates. A combination of 
tram and tram bus transports passengers through the 
vineyards. The tour takes passengers right into the heart of the 
Franschhoek Valley, with a narration focusing on the history 
of Franschhoek and wine cultivation in the valley, and 
unparalleled views of the valley and vineyards. 

https://leeucollection.com/SA/le-quartier-francais


  

 
   
 

 

Taste South African wine and enjoy the Cape Winelands scenery 
during this full-day wine tram experience around Franschhoek. 
Visit three top wineries and learn more about local grape 
varieties, cultivars, and aspects of viticulture. The curated tour 
includes lunch, wine tastings, and a wine pairing. 
 
Included: 
Å Full-day immersive wine experience in the Franschhoek 

Valley  
Å Includes wine lecture and PREMIUM wine tasting 

South African Wine History & Wine Making Process 
Vineyard & Cellar Tour  

Å 3-course lunch paired with wine  
Å Premium wine tasting  

 
Overnight at LE QUARTIER FRANCAIS . (B ð L if taking the wine train excursion ) 
 

DAYS 8/9/10/11 ~ SATURDAY /SUNDAY /M ONDAY /TUESDAY ~ OCTOBER 2/3/4/5 
WINELANDS / CAPE TOWN /KRUGER NATION AL  PARK ~ LUKIMBI SAFAR I LODGE  
Transfer back to Cape Town and board your scheduled flight to Kruger National Park, renowned as one of the worldõs 
premier wildlife destinations .  It is home to an unparalleled diversity of 

wildlife and is maintained by one of the world's most sophisticated 
management systems. Five rivers cross the park from west to east. 
There are 300 different types of trees, 49 species of fish, 34 types of 
amphibians, 116 different reptilian species, 505 species of birds and 147 
species of mammals in the park. Your guide will interpret the 
ecosystems and animal behavior, and help you to identify the strands in 
the web of life. The park is frequented by browsers and grazers such as 
giraffe, kudu, impala, zebra, wildebeest, and buffalo. Elephant and 
white rhino are also common. Predators include lion, leopard, cheetah, 
hyena, and side-striped jackal, as well as wild dog.   



  

 
   
 

 

A variety of activities are available at the lodge. These include wildlife safaris, guided walks, health spa visits, bush pic nics 
and champagne breakfasts. Video and slide presentations, traditional dancing, storytelling, special interest talks and even a 
canoe ride or a visit to the Sangoma or traditional healer can be arranged. 
 

 
 
During your four -day stay in Kruger National Park, one 

day is reserved for a truly unique experience at Leopard Creek Golf Club , designed by Gary Player and set on the edge of 
Kruger National Park . Celebrated as one of the most scenic and exclusive courses in the world, this prestigious course 
combines challenging play with stunning bushveld scenery . Sculpted fairways and greens overlook the Crocodile River, 
with the dramatic 13th hole offering sweeping views into the park itself. Here, the boundary between golf and wilderness 
blurs ð you may spot hippos wallowing in the river below, crocodiles sunning on the banks, or giraffes, antelope, and 
warthogs grazing along the course. Birdlife is prolific, with everything from kingfishers to eagles soaring overhead, and the  
occasional monkey might even scamper across the fairway, making each round as much a wildlife experience as a test of 
golfing skill.  
 
Situated on the southern edge of the park, itõs the perfect blend of sport and nature, offering a memorable contrast to your 
safari adventures. 
 
Lukimbi Safari Lodge is situated on one of the private 
concessions in the southern section of the Kruger 
National Park. Your luxury lodge is comprised of 16 
spacious suites that meander along the banks of the river 
Lwakahle and offers every creature comfort, and more. 
All rooms have tea and coffee facilities, mini bars, safes, 
telephones, and laptop connections. The rooms are air-
conditioned and have en-suite bathrooms and inside and 
outside showers. Other facilities include a full 
conference center, a library, a private chapel, a fully 
equipped gymnasium, and a swimming pool. Night 
drives may afford you a glimpse of elusive nocturnal 
animals such as the armadillo like pangolin and 
African wildcat. Animal tracking, bird watching, and 
stargazing are other available activities.  
Overnights at LUKIMBI LODGE. (B,L,D Daily) 
http://www.lukimbi.com/ 

 
DAY 12~WEDNESDAY ~ OCTOBER 6 
KRUGER NATIONAL PARK /JOHANNESBURG /EN ROUTE  
Last chance to photograph the incredible sunrise on your last game run this morning, before transferring to the airport for 
your flight to Johannesburg where you connect with your overnight flight to the USA. (B, Meals Aloft)  

http://www.lukimbi.com/


  

 
   
 

 

DAY 13~THURSDAY ~ OCTOBER 7 
USA  
Land back home, bringing with you the memories of all the wonderful sights of southern Africa.  (Meals Aloft)  
 

  



  

 
   
 

 

OPTIONAL PRE-EXTENSION TO HERMANUS   

 
DAY 1~TUESDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 21 
USA/  EN ROUTE 
Your adventure begins as you board 
your overnight flight to Cape Town . 
(Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~ WEDNESDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 

22 
CAPE TOWN  
Arrive in Cape Town, known as 
South Africaõs òMother City.ó Upon 
arrival, youõll be met by your Classic 
Escapes representative and 
transferred to your hotel. Cape Town, 
the provincial capital, offers a mix of 
history, culture, and modern 
development. The Victoria and 
Alfred Waterfront is a central hub, 
where restored Cape Dutch and 
Victorian -era buildings now host 
shops, restaurants, museums, and 
pubs, all alongside the cityõs active 
harbor.  



  

 
   
 

 

The perfect blend of heritage and 
modern luxury epitomizes the Taj 
Cape Town. Located in the city 
center, the hotel is steps from the 
popular area of St George's Mall, 
which is a vibrant pedestrian 
precinct with wonderful pavement 
caf®s and bars.  Youõll be amidst 
many significant historic 
buildings, which include the St. 
George's Cathedral, the House of 
Parliament, the Castle of Good 
Hope, the Company's Gardens, 
and many of Cape Town's 
national museums. All rooms are 
beautifully decorated and complete with every exclusive amenity. The Taj Cape Town has two spectacular restaurants - Mint and The 
Bombay Brasserie - and unforgettable seafood, champagne, and an oyster bar known as The Twankey. The Jiva Grande Spa combines 
the wisdom and heritage of the respected Asian and Indian philosophies, surrounding wellness and wellbeing, to create an unrivaled 
treatment experience. The hotel prides itself on providing unobtrusive and efficient service from a staff that genuinely delights in 
making guests feel at home. 
Overnight at TAJ CAPE TOWN, in luxury mountain view rooms.  (No Meals) 
https://taj.tajhotels.com/en-in/taj-cape-town 

 
DAY 3~ THURSDAY ~ SEPTEMBER  23 
CAPE TOWN  
Depart Cape Town and drive to Hermanus.  En route, visit 
Harold Porter Gardens, a beautiful, secluded area set 
between mountain and sea, in the heart of the Cape 
Fynbos region within the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. It 
consists of 24 acres of cultivated fynbos garden and 470 
acres of pristine natural fynbos. The Garden Estate is the 
natural part of the garden with several miles of nature 
trails providing scenic views of forests, mountains and 
coastline. The main fynbos families (proteas, ericas and 
restios) are present as well as other important families 
such as irises, daisies and orchids. The Garden boasts red 
disa (Disa uniflora) in its natural habitat as well as South 
Africaõs national flower, the king protea (Protea 

cynaroides). 

https://taj.tajhotels.com/en-in/taj-cape-town


  

 
   
 

 

After your visit to the Harold Porter Botanical Garden, continue along the scenic coastal drive toward Hermanus. The 
journey offers sweeping views of rugged mountains and the sparkling Atlantic before arriving in this charming seaside 
town. Upon arrival, check in at the elegant Marine Hotel, a landmark property perched on the cliffs overlooking Walker 
Bay. 

 
Perched dramatically on the cliffs of Walker Bay, The Marine Hermanus is one of South Africaõs most spectacular seaside hotels, 
offering front-row views of breaching Southern Right Whales in season. This elegant Small Luxury Hotels of the World property 
features beautifully appointed rooms and suites with plush bedding, marble bathrooms, minibars, air-conditioning, flat-screen TVs, 
and complimentary Wi-Fi. Many accommodations boast sweeping ocean views, while thoughtful touches like heated towel rails and 
underfloor heating enhance comfort. Guests can enjoy two acclaimed restaurants, a stylish lounge and bar, a heated saltwater pool, 
spa treatments at the Carchele Beauty Spa, and easy access to the famed Hermanus cliff path. 
Overnight  at THE MARINE HERMANUS HOTEL, in a luxury-sea facing rooms. (B,L) 
https://the-marine-hermanus.hotel-rn.com/ 

https://the-marine-hermanus.hotel-rn.com/


  

 
   
 

 

DAY 4~ FRIDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 24 

HERMANUS ~ M ARINE CRUISE/GROOTBOS  
This morning set out on a memorable marine Big 5  cruise 
from Hermanus ( weather permitting). Once you have arrived 
at The Great White House in Gansbaai, you will receive a 
brief introductory talk about the route, safety, and what to 
look out for. Passengers are fitted with comfortable life 
jackets and waterproof jackets. Trip lengths are between 2 
and 2.5 hours, depending on sightings and weather 
conditions.  
 
Dyer Island is located 4.9 miles from shore and is an access 
controlled Important Bird Area (IBA) for the conservation of 
its many resident bird species, including African penguins. 
Adjacent to Dyer Island is Geyser Rock, home to a 60,000 
strong Cape fur seal colony. These seals are present all year round. Venture into the channel between Dyer Island and 
Geyser Rock, the world-famous òShark Alley.ó   
 
Back on shore, drive to Grootbos Nature Reserve, located beyond 
Hermanus with sweeping views over Walker Bay and Cape 
Point, where youõll enjoy lunch. Just a short distance from Cape 
Agulhasñthe southernmost point of Africa ñthis remarkable 
reserve lies along South Africaõs premier whale-watching coast. 
While here, enjoy a guided 4x4 excursion through the fynbos 
landscape as well as a guided tour of the reserveõs art gallery. 
 
Grootbos is a pristine botanical reserve that has some of the most 
beautiful wildflowers  and striking landscapes to be seen. Your 
guide will explain fynbos in better detail, the seasonal 
fluctuations, what effect fire has on the plants and animals and 
why fynbos requires fire for succession. 
 
Grootbos Private Reserve conserves 4,200 acres of pristine fynbos, the Capeõs unique vegetation type. Within its borders 
lies a wealth of more than 650 species of indigenous plants. Huge stands of extravagant proteas paint the hillsides and 
bulbs burst into flower s after a fire  has occurred. Pollination, seed dispersal, and germination ð there is always something 
happening and a story to be told. Grootbosõ expert botanical guides will open your eyes to the intricacies of the fynbos 
ecosystems and leave you with another lasting impression of the wonders of nature. 
 
After your exploration of Grootbos, return to Hermanus where the rest of the day is yours to enjoy at leisure. You might 
choose to wander the scenic cliffside paths, browse the townõs charming shops and galleries, or simply relax and take in 
the ocean views from your hotel.  
Overnight  at THE MARINE HERMANUS HOTEL. (B,L)  

 



  

 
   
 

 

DAY 5~SATURDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 25 

HERMANUS : ARABELLA GOLF CLUB 
Tee off today at the renowned Arabella Golf Club, 
one of South Africaõs top-ranked courses, set 
against the breathtaking backdrop of the Bot River 
Lagoon and the Kogelberg Mountains. Designed 
by Peter Matkovich, this 18-hole championship 
course is celebrated for its immaculate fairways, 
true-rolling greens, and a layout that challenges 
both strategy and skill. As you make your way 
through the course, enjoy sweeping views of 
fynbos-covered hills and sparkling waters, 
creating a setting as memorable as the game itself. 
Recognized as one of the countryõs most beautiful 
golfing destinations, Arabella promises an 
unforgettable round in the heart of the Cape 
Whale Coast. 
 
While in Hermanus, adventurous travelers have the optional opportunity to experience Great White Shark cage diving in 
nearby Gansbaai, one of the worldõs premier locations for this thrilling activity. 

 
Optional Great Shark -Cage Diving  ($425 per 
person, additional) : 
 
The thrill of a lifetime, feeling the exposure of diving 
with natureõs most feared predator while remaining safe 
inside the shark cage. The trip focuses on the natural 
predation and breaching of Great White sharks as well as 
shark cage diving. The expedition operates in small 
groups and takes a maximum of 7 guests per trip. As the 
groups are small, the tour provides an intimate 
experience as well as an opportunity to pass on 
knowledge and passion for the sharks and the area. The 
cage is fixed to the boat and guests are allowed to snorkel 
in the cage (diving certification is not required for this 
purpose). 
 
Tonight, dine at Burgundy Restaurant, a Hermanus favorite known for fresh, seasonal dishes and fine wines from the 
Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, all served in a relaxed setting near the sea. 
Overnight  at THE MARINE HERMANUS HOTEL. (B,D)  
 

DAY 6~SUNDAY ~ SEPTEMBER 26 
HERMANUS /CAPE TOWN  
This morning in Hermanus, you can enjoy some of the 
worldõs best land-based whale watching. From the 
scenic coastal cliffs and walking trails, southern right 
whales can be seen breaching, tail-slapping, and 
nursing their calves close to the shoreñan 
unforgettable experience between June and November. 
 
Later, depart for the return drive to Cape Town, where 
you will meet up with the rest of the group arriving 
today to continue your journey together.  (B,L) 



  

 
   
 

 

 

OPTIONAL POST-EXTENSION TO JOHANNESBURG  

 
DAY 12~WEDNESDAY ~ OCTOBER 6 
KRUGER NATIONAL PARK /JOHANNESBURG  
Enjoy your final game drive this morning and take in one last sunrise over the bush. Afterwards, transfer to the airport for 
your flight to Johannesburg, where some will say goodbye to the group while others continue their journey.  
 
Located in the prestigious Sandton suburb of Morningside 
Manor, the elegant Fairlawns Hotel is an exclusive boutique 
hotel, set in superb, park-like gardens. The architectural style 
is reminiscent of the late 18th century European era and the 
classical exterior blends harmoniously with its indigenous 
surroundings. Welcoming staff are on hand to ensure 
personal service and attend to your every need. Decorated 
with impeccable style, each spacious bedroom and suite has a 
distinctive ambience and character, offering serenity and 
privacy with the luxury of beautiful generous bathrooms. 
This evening, relax with an aperitif on the tranquil terrace, 
sip a cognac in front of the fire in the comfort of an armchair, 
or be sociable in the elegant Colonial bar. Candlelit dinners, 
china, silver and crystal enhance the beautifully appointed 
dining rooms. 
Overnight at the FAIRLAWNS HOTEL, in Courtyard 
Suites. (B) http://fairlawns.co.za/. 

http://fairlawns.co.za/


  

 
   
 

 

DAY 13~THURSDAY ~ OCTOBER 7 
JOHANNESBURG : FULL DAY GOLF AT STYEN CITY GOLF COURSE 
Spend a full day on the greens at Steyn City Golf Course, enjoying a beautifully designed layout set within lush 
landscapes. Perfect for both seasoned players and enthusiasts, the course 
offers challenging holes, pristine fairways, and stunning views, making for 
a memorable golfing experience. 
 

Optional Full day Journey To Freedom Tour (Soweto & Apartheid) 
($275 per person, additional) : 
 
Get ready for an exciting day as you travel back in time to revisit South Africaõs 
history with a trip to the Mandela Family Museum, the Apartheid Museum and 
Hector Peterson Square in Soweto.  Once the home of Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Nelson Mandela, the Mandela Family Museum is now comprised of memorabilia 
from world leaders and scholars, paintings, and photographs of the Mandela family. 
 The Apartheid Museum reflects on segregation and the birth of the democratic 
country that arose out of this dark period while the memorial to slain 12-year-old, 
Hector Peterson, for resisting police and the Apartheid government reminds us of 
those brave and innocent souls lost in the fight for equality. 
 
For anyone wanting to understand and experience what South Africa was really 
like, a visit to the Apartheid Museum is fundamental. The museum is a beacon of 
hope showing the world how South Africa is coming to terms with the past and 
working towards a future that all South African's can call their own. This museum 
illustrates the rise and fall of apartheid. Visitors walk through the 22 individual 
exhibition areas, which contain film footage, photographs, text panels and artifacts 
illustrating the events and human stories behind apartheid. The Apartheid Museum 
is the story of the triumph of the human spirit over adversity.  
 
In the afternoon, visit the black suburb of Soweto 
(the name is an abbreviation of Southwestern 
Townships) for a look at all types of neighborhoods, 
ranging from shanty towns and worker's hostels to 
the modern home of Nelson Mandela (he lived there 
for only a short while upon his release from prison, 
and itõs where Winnie, his ex-wife, now lives.) You 
can also see Mandela's earlier and more humble 
home, where he lived when he was arrested all those 
years ago. 
Overnight at the FAIRLAWNS HOTEL . (B,D ð 
L if taking the excursion to Soweto) 
 

DAY 14~FRIDAY ~ OCTOBER 8 
JOHANNESBUR G/D EPART 
Enjoy a day at leisure in Johannesburg. Spend 
your morning relaxing in the hotelõs tranquil 
gardens or indulging in a spa treatment. You may want to venture out to explore the vibrant city, taking in local culture, 
shops, and nearby attractions at your own pace. 
 
Later, transfer to the airport for your departure flight home.  (B) 
 

DAY 14~SATURDAY ~ OCTOBER 9 
USA 
Today you land in the USA , bringing with you the memories of all the wonderful sights of South Africa. (Meals Aloft ) 



  

 
   
 

 

 

INCLUSIONS  
¶ Flight s between Cape Town/ Skukuza/ Johannesburg on the main program. 

¶ Superior accommodations throughout as indicated or similar.  

¶ All meals while on safari. Other meals as specified in the itinerary.  

¶ All wildlife viewing by 4X4 open vehicles, driven by professional rangers.  

¶ Specialist guide, Nic Proust, with a minimum of 10 travelers.  

¶ An escort from Toledo Zoo will accompany the group with a minimum of 10 travelers . 

¶ Complimentary bottled water in vehicles throughout.   

¶ All applicable hotel and lodge taxes and gratuities for baggage handling.  

¶ Complimentary reusable water bottles.  

¶ Complimentary emergency evacuation insurance.  

 

EXCLUSIONS  
¶ International airfare from the USA to Johannesburg. If you require assistance with air arrangements, contact Classic 

Escapes. 

¶ Golf equipment ð quoted separately. 

¶ Passport and visa fees and service charges for obtaining visas. US citizens do not require a visa for traveling to South 
Africa .  

¶ Gratuities to driver/guides and other conveyance attendants.  Gratuities should only be given as a reward for exceptional 
service and are at your discretion.  We estimate $20 per person/per day for the specialist guide. $15 per person/per day for the 
drivers on land and during the safari. $15 per person/per day for the camp staff.  $5 per person for each arrival and departure 
transfer from the airport/hotel.  These are daily per-service estimates, and an exact tipping chart will be detailed on your final 
itinerary.   

¶ Excess baggage charges levied by airlines. 

¶ Meals and beverages, other than those specified. 

¶ Laundry, other than specified and other items of a personal nature. 

¶ Personal and baggage insurance. 

¶ Cost for anything not specifically mentioned in the listing above.  
 

Please  Note  That  The  Itinerary  Sequence  Is  Correct At The Time Of Writing But Is Subject To Change.  

  
 



  

 
   
 

 

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA  

 
Participants:  

¶ Participants must be able to climb in and out of safari 4x4 vehicles or minibus es, small aircraft , and boats/canoes 
unassisted. They should also be able to tolerate riding on uneven, bumpy dirt roads for  long periods  (6-8 hours 
maximum), as well as some off-road experiences when opportunities are allow ed.  

¶ Participants should also be able to stand and/or walk moderate distances at an easy pace for up to a few hours at 
a time when visiting villages, towns , or other sites. Some, if not most, of this walking may be on uneven ground 
or uphill, often at higher elevations and altitudes that many people are not used to.  

 
In general, this trip requires:  

¶ Flexibility and good humor ð unexpected changes and/or glitches will occur  

¶ A spirit of adventure and curiosity  

¶ Interest in and willingness to appreciate a destination with uneven infrastructure and a bending definition of 
comfort. That being said, some locations are nestled in absolute luxury where pampering is the norm.  

 
Air Schedules  
The cost of your program does not include international airfare.  If you require assistance, please contact Classic Escapes 
at 718-280-5002 and we will happily provide air quotes to you. You may make your own international air arrangements, 
but please ensure you arrive/depart on the correct dates. Contact your Journey Manager at Classic Escapes to verify the 
dates to ensure there are no errors. The start  city  for this program is Cape Town  and the end city  of  Johannesburg, 
South Africa.  
 
Upon registration, you must provide your full legal name as it appears on your passport. In the event an airline ticket is issued with 
incorrect information you have provided, you will be responsible for charges associated with reissuing the ticket. 


